
  

Blacksburg High School PTSO 

Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 12 noon by Zoom 
 
PURPOSE: The purpose of the PTSO is to enhance and support the educational experience at 
Blacksburg High School, to develop a closer connection between school and home by 
facilitating parental involvement, to advocate for a quality public education system, and to 
improve the environment at Blacksburg High School through volunteer and financial support.  
 
Attendance: Kasey Monaghan, Lisa Highfield, Kelly Shepherd, Guylene Wood-Setzer, Chad 
Cox, Kela Rosario, Lynn Schmitt, Jenise Jacques, Tatiana Early, Tracy Rutherford, Jennifer 
Jones, Linwood Hudson, Leila Massjouni, Sarah Woolsey, Patricia Parera, Manisha Sharma, 
Karen Martens 
 
Call to Order and Welcome at 12:00 pm by Kasey Monaghan 
 
Approval of Minutes from December 9, 2020 – was sent out via Ms Dobson prior to meeting  - 
Kelly Shepherd made a motion to approve and Guylene Wood-Setzer seconded 

 
Staff Reports 

 
● Principal (Ms Wood-Setzer) – The first semester is done and students and teachers 

finished strong. There was a 97.5% attendance rate. Students who stay all day long are 
using the time in the middle of the day for remediation or tutoring and some have study 
hall if they are on track. With the new semester, they are now making sure all the 
students are in the right place. Athletics has also begun. 

● Counselor (Chad Cox) – Guidance will be sending out mid-year reports for the seniors 
who need it for the colleges they are applying to. All ACCE requirements are due on 
February 1 – the NRCC application, the ACCE application and the FAFSA.  

The SOL results will go out with report cards. If a student was supposed to take an SOL 
at the end of last year, when school was out for COVID, those students were given a 
pass for the SOL. The SOL requirement has been fulfilled. 

Scheduling for next year will begin at the end of February. 

College board will let students know what they are deciding about AP tests. 

The only students who will have final exams will be those students who have to have 
them required by New River CC. Teachers now assign projects, not final exams. 
However, a student can request a final exam if it will help their final grade. 



● Teacher (Kelly Shepherd) – We are trying to get an update on teachers and staff who 
have had babies or had deaths in their families so we can send them cards. So far, we 
know of Adam Simpson having a baby. Ms. Wood-Setzer will email us those who 
experienced deaths in their families. 

● Student (Leila Massjouni) – The student council is applying for the National Student 
Council Program. They are going to have Awareness week and donate money to the 
COVID-19 Solidarity response. They will host a game night and an auction so if parents 
want to donate something towards the auction, that would be helpful. 

Kasey asked what would be helpful to encourage the students (chalk sidewalks, photo 
scavenger hunt, virtual talent show). Leila said the student council would like to put on 
an outdoor movie night for the seniors. Tim Hartin, head of Young Life, and Kelly 
Shepherd both have outdoor screens that could be used. Events like Bruin Fest are run 
by DECA. Ms. Wood-Setzer reminded us that there must be a plan written with all the 
mitigation strategies. Nothing is being approved at this point with large number of people 
in attendance. 

Board/Committee Reports  

● Treasurer (Kela Rosario) – The budget is re-evaluated half way through the school year. 
We have brought in $4150 and have spent $2729. There were no objections to the 
changes made to the current for the rest of the school year. 

 
● Fundraising (Kasey) – We’ve had a lower response to Paws on the walls, but Erin Vogt 

is going to work on that with the senior class advisor, Ms. Heather Riganti. Ms. Spradlin 
has engraved them and is willing to install them as well 
 

● Hospitality (Lynn Schmitt) – PTSO gave the bus drivers treats in December and had a 
successful lunch for the teachers. They will receive candy treats in February and will 
hopefully get a catered lunch in March and May, potentially from Panera.  

 

● Technology (Linwood) – Let him know whatever needs to be put on Facebook, 
Instagram or Twitter. Kasey suggested the Meals on Main from Lauren Blakemore that is 
providing meals for kids. Linwood will put those on social media. 

 

New Business and Updates 

● After Prom – Kelly Shepherd met with Michelle Harris who is putting together all the 
google sheets of all the things someone would need to know about After Prom and will 
email it to Kelly. She thinks it will not happen but suggested an outdoor venue, but again 
it needs to be approved and at this point, nothing in large groups is being approved. 

● Seniors – Lisa Highfield asked about having signs made for the seniors and lining the 
street up to the high school. Last year, the senior class fund and a donation from a 



funeral home was used to pay for the signs so PTSO money was not used last year. We 
think they might have been around $6-8 a piece.  There are 311 seniors this year.   

● Teacher Wish list – Lynn Schmitt shared that there is very little left on the Teacher wish 
list, one being a robot kit for about $800. They are trying to decide what are priorities. 
She is going to check with Ms. Radford about the Home for the Holidays need for 
money. 

 
Next Meeting Date  

● February 24, 2021,12-1pm, via zoom   
 
Adjourn 12:51 pm 
 
 


